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MEDIA RELEASE                                                      February 2008
New direction for Peter Fuller Memorial Foundation, launch of online magazine Art Influence
The Peter Fuller Foundation came under a change of leadership late last year as the family announced their new vision. Stephanie Burns, founder of the UK charity and widow of the esteemed critic Peter Fuller, heads the new board of Trustees with Fuller’s children, Laurence Fuller (a young British actor) and Sylvia Turner (a British Designer and creator of Lillibule Ceramics). Together they intend to bring the focus of the foundation back to Peter Fuller’s work and ideas and expand its ventures on a global scale, starting with the launch of the PFMF’s online magazine www.artinfluence.com.
“Art Influence is an arts journal that will be a premier forum for critical debate on an international scale,” said Stephanie Burns. “By commissioning writing by eminent people on culturally and politically significant events here and overseas and by including on the website an archive containing all of the lectures hosted by the Peter Fuller Memorial Foundation over the last two decades, and by gradually introducing on its pages the writing of Peter Fuller, this journal will become an important forum for the benefit of the arts.” Peter Fuller was one of Britain’s leading art critics. Fuller had a weekly column in The Sunday Telegraph and was the founding editor of Modern Painters magazine, one of the most important magazines on art in Britain. Along with such prestigious books as Art and Psychoanalysis, Peter wrote regularly for Art Monthly UK and New Society for nearly two decades. His writings are currently being read all over the world from Tate Britain to universities in China.

The editors are hoping to reconnect and hear from a number of people, the artists Peter Fuller wrote about, the writers who contributed to Modern Painters during Peter Fuller’s editorship and the interested public who were inspired by the earlier issues of Modern Painters, but also people from the broader arts sector who were influenced by Fuller’s polemical ideas.  “Now is the time for a revival of true art criticism, a forum is needed for leaders of artistic thought in all fields to develop their ideas and present them for and with the public. This forum is Art Influence” says Laurence Fuller.
Art Influence will be a quarterly online journal with a unique take on art writing and criticism, incorporating video and audio footage, up coming artists and interviews with current leaders in the art world. The title derives from Fuller’s ability to influence people by his fearlessness, from scholars to giants of the art world, in this way the magazine will aspire to the original ideals Fuller upheld when conceiving Modern Painters. The contributors will be eminent members of the art world who had a connection with Fuller’s work as colleagues, the artists he analysed, or high profile commentators from the broader arts sector, commissioned to write on issues they feel passionately about. 

The Peter Fuller Memorial Foundation will continue to host an annual lecture, this years lecture will be given by David Cohen at the Royal College. The annual lecture has been running for seventeen years now and has been given in the past at such illustrious venues as Tate Britain, Tate Liverpool, Tate St Ives, Tate Modern, University College London and this year the Peter Fuller Memorial Lecture will be given at The Royal College of Art, London, in October. The previous lecturers have been David Matthews (composer), Robert Natkin (artist), Roger Scruton (philosopher), Howard Jacobson (novelist), William Tucker (artist), Hilton Kramer (writer/editor), Timothy Hyman (artist), Diana Petherbridge (artist), George Walden (writer), John Berger (novelist), Dr Julian Stallabrass (writer), Rudi Fuchs (curator/museum director/writer), James Elkins (art historian), Tal R (artist), Luc Tuymans (artist) and Martin Maloney (artist).

Web:  www.artinfluence.com
Contact:  laurence@artinfluence.com   or Ph 0208 889 5556  (UK)
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